Habits of Good Readers
Previewing A Text
What it is: Previewing a text involves looking at the text before we read it. We usually try to figure out what the book is going to be about, the genre (type of book) and the level of the book. This will help us set a purpose and decide why we’re reading this particular book. 

How to do it: Look at the basics of a text: the title, the cover of the book, paying attention to the title, the author, and any pictures. Next, flip through the book, perhaps stopping to read a few sentences here or there. Also, be sure to check out the synopsis of the book, usually found on the back cover or the inside flap.

Making Predictions
What it is: A prediction is an educated guess or hypothesis about what is going to happen next. We make them before we actually read part of a text. 

How to do it: Use the format “I predict that _____ because ____”. After the word “because,” you should have evidence from the text to back up what it is that you think is going to happen. 

Making Text Connections
What it is: Text connections are when we connect or relate what we’re reading to something we’ve seen somewhere else. There are three types of text connections:
· Text-to-text: when you relate something you read to something else you’ve read in a book, magazine or newspaper, or a movie you saw or a song you’ve heard
· Text- to- world: when you relate something you read to something that everyone knows about or a major news event
· Text-to-self: when you relate something you read to an experience you’ve had or something about your life. 
How to do it: We need to make sure that we’re clear and specific about what we’re relating. To do this, we use the format “when the text says _____ , it reminds me of ___(whatever connection you’re making)____ because ___(evidence or explanation why these things are connected).” It is also helpful to identify which type of text connection you made.

Visualizing
What it is: Visualizing is making a mental picture of what you’re reading—sort of like “brain T.V.” Sometimes it is helpful to sketch a picture of what you’re reading.

How to do it: When sketching a picture, make sure you include labels and/or a brief description of what you drew. Be sure to include details from the text!


Summarizing
What it is: Summarizing a passage means re-telling what happened by identifying the most important details. 

How to do it: For non-fiction texts, summaries should contain the most important details. What would someone who hadn’t read the text need to know? If you’re reading fiction, the “Somebody Wanted But Then” chart or “SWBT” strategy will help you identify the most important details of a text that you’ll want to include in a summary. For non-fiction texts, summaries should contain the most important details. What would someone who hadn’t read the text need to know? 

Questioning the Text
What it is: Good readers ask questions while they’re reading so that they have a purpose for reading and can stay engaged with what they’re reading. 

How to do it: As you read, think! Ask questions as you go and seek out the answers in the text. Remember to start questions with words such as who, what, when, where, why or how, and end your questions with a question mark.

Inferring
What it is: Making inferences is like reading between the lines. This means we’re thinking about what is happening in the text beyond just what the text says, or making an educated guess.  

How to do it: To make an inference, you need to add together what you already know about the topic (we call this prior knowledge) and what the text says (textual evidence). Using these things, you come up with a “so what” statement that tells you more about what you’re reading. 

Finding the Main Idea
What it is: The main idea is the big takeaway of a text, or what the passage is mostly about. 

How to do it: Try to answer the question, “What is this text mostly about?” Think about how you would tell a friend what you just read in one sentence. 


Using Context Clues
What it is: We use context clues to figure out the meaning of words we don’t know while we read. We look for clues in the sentences before and after the word we don’t know.

How to do it: First, make sure you’ve read the sentences before and after the one with the word you don’t know. Once you have an idea of what the unknown word might mean, plug it back into the sentence and re-read it to be sure your definition makes sense.


